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Dear Parents, Carers, Pupils, and Fellow Bears,
The power struggle is finally over – I’ve told Hector that enough is enough, he’s had his fun and I’m reclaiming
Highlights!
We were so sorry to have been forced to close a Bubble this week but pleased the have been able to contain it
to one bubble and a handful from another class. Thank you so much for your support and understanding and to
Mrs Reiker, Ms O’Regan, Mrs Bird and all the other volunteers who have helped at short notice. It has been a
challenge over the past few days to have enough staff to teach in the rest of our Bubbles (we had 9 staff out
on Wednesday), but we made it to Friday.
The children have continued to delight and inspire us with their achievements across all areas of school life. I
have attached a piece of writing from one of our Year 6 pupils as I wanted to
share it with you. I challenge you not to be moved by it. Wow!
Reception
We started our Phase 3 Phonics this week, learning some really tricky sounds
and are really proud of ourselves. We started to create our own Gingerbread
Story Maps and decorated our Gingerbread designs. Mrs Edwards was so
impressed with our work that she gave us ALL a Headteacher Award Sticker!
We really enjoyed using the iPads to complete one of our Maths activities
and also practiced our fine motor skills making patterns on whiteboards.
Year 1
Boy have we been busy in our English lessons. As well as learning how to use
adjectives, verbs and nouns more readily in our own sentence writing. We’ve
contiunued to focus on pre-cursive handwriting, punctuation and vocabulary.
We’ve also been working on finding evidence for our answers to
comprehension questions in our whole class reading. In Maths, we’ve enjoyed exploring repeating patterns,
symmetry and how patters can rotate and in Science we’ve really developed our understanding of materials and
their properties and how these suit one purpose more than another.
Year 2
It was a shame so many of us had to self-isolate from Wednesday, but we’ve really got into our tasks and work
on Google Classroom. Thanks to Mrs Kingshott, Mrs Powell and Mrs Miller for all your help and comments. In
school, we’ve loved writing our innovated stories and considering what might have happened before te story
started, ie, what made the dragon attach the castle and kidnap Prince Ronald? In Maths, we’ve been adding
and subtracting 2-digit numbers and in Computing, we’ve continued working on our posters about someone who
has been involved in or affected by a war.

Year 3
We absolutely loved celebrating our Ancient Egypt Day on Monday! We had
so many fabulous arts and crafts activities to participate in, including
creating a pyramid scene, making a cartouche for our names and beginning to
make our own Tutankhamun death masks. Wow! We also continued to write
our mummification explanation texts for the Museum of Mummies which
included us using technical language, organising our work into paragraphs and
using time conjunctions to structure our work. In Maths, we worked on
recognising and counting in tenths and then thought about tenths as
decimals, which helped us move on to multiply and divide by ten by looking at
the position of the digits on the place value chart.
Year 4
This week, we’ve been looking at the features of diary entries and practicing writing in the past and present
perfect tense. We conducted an experiment on tooth decay in Science, using our scientific enquiry skills and
making predictions. In Maths, we’ve started to work on length and perimeter and in Computing we’ve been
working on code.org and learning how to troubleshoot when our algorithm doesn’t work first time.
Year 5
In English this week, we recapped what a myth is and learnt about the mythical King of England, King Arthur
and wrote a King Arthur tale which focussed on techniques for creating mystery and suspense. In Science,
we’ve explored oxidisation and the chemical process that occurs as part of this irreversible change and in Topic,
we’ve been researching different aspects of Viking life. In French, we’ve been learning verbs and phrases
linked to different actions and in Music, we’ve continued to study Tchaikovsky’s ‘The Nutcracker’ and learnt to
perform a rhythmic pattern to a pulse.
Year 6
We’ve been working on our editing skills and are really proud of some of the poetry and narratives we’ve written
recently. Take a look at Tom S’s powerful piece which is at the end of Highlights. We’ve continued to work on
measurements and solving real life problems involving metric units in Maths. We’ve been analysing propaganda
posters from WWI and will be creating our own in the style of the time and exploring how the Christmas Truce
happened in 1914. In Science, we looked at how the different layers of the Linnaean system indicate the
relationships between animals and in IT we’re trying to create a scoring system for our gaming projects.

Dates for the Diary
Flu Immunisations

Thursday 3rd December

Year 2 Phonics Assessments

Week commencing 7th December

Panto Production in School – Wizard of Oz

Thursday 10th December

Panto Production in School – Wizard of Oz

Friday 11th December

School Christmas Dinner – Reception, Year 1, 2 and 3

Tuesday 15th December

Flu Immunisations – Catchup session

Wednesday 16th December

School Christmas Dinner – Reception, Year 4-6

Thursday 17th December

Travel Plan Working Party

Wednesday 16th December 9.30am

Last Day of Term

Friday 18th December

Start of Term 3

Monday 4th January 2021

Kind regards,
Karen Edwards

